




Almost $15 million will make transportation more affordable and accessible for B.C. families

NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release
2016EDUC0076-001429
Aug. 10, 2016

DAWSON CREEK – Students and families throughout B.C. will soon have access to expanded 
and more affordable transportation options thanks to $14.7 million, under the new Student 
Transportation Fund.

Education Minister Mike Bernier made the announcement with school district officials today at 
the Dawson Creek school board office.

School districts can apply for the funding to help parents with transportation costs and 
services, whether they use the usual yellow bus program or work with local transit operators.

The handful of districts that currently charge families a transportation fee for a student’s local 
or catchment area school must eliminate those fees to be eligible for the funding. All districts 
need to use the funding for transportation services to be eligible.

Funding can also be used in a variety of ways, including:  

• improving service by adding new or amended routes;
• improving access to local transit services;
• providing accessible services for students with disabilities;
• reducing ride times;
• boosting student safety by relocating bus stops and improving bus supervision; and,
• funding existing transportation services and investing the savings in enhanced student 

services.

To be eligible for funding, districts must submit a plan to the Ministry of Education by Sept. 30, 
2016, outlining how they will use the funding to boost transportation services for students and 
families. Districts will hear back shortly after they submit their applications on how much 
funding they will receive.

The amount of funding a district is eligible for is based on a formula tied to the Ministry of 
Education’s student location factor, which is used to determine the rural makeup of a school 
district. Districts will also be required to report back on the outcomes and the benefits they 
achieved as a result of the funding.

As a result of B.C.'s strong economic growth and fiscal discipline, government is able to make 
key investments like the Student Transportation Fund to improve the lives of British 
Columbians.

Quotes:
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Mike Bernier, Minister of Education – 

“As a parent in a rural community, I know about the challenges of getting kids to school on time 
and then getting them home at the end of the day. This funding will help districts provide 
better bus and transportation services at lower costs to parents.

“This past June, government returned $25 million in administrative savings to districts – and 
many of them had found those savings in their transportation money. With close to $15 million 
more funding flowing to districts parents will see districts enhancing services and eliminating 
fees.”

Pat Pimm, MLA for Peace River North – 

“I am extremely pleased that Minister Bernier and the ministry have found a way to fund 
busing for the constituents in my riding. This is an issue that I have been working very hard on 
and I am extremely pleased we have got it over the goal line.”

John Bird, president of BCCPAC – 

“We welcome today’s announcement that the province is stepping up to eliminate fees and 
boost transportation services. It is an acknowledgement that parents should not be financially 
responsible for transportation and addresses some of the inequities faced by families living in 
suburban and rural areas.” 

Richard Powell, board vice chair, Peace River South School District – 

“We’re pleased that the minister was able to change the way transportation is funded because 
it means we can operate our bus systems more efficiently and in ways that better support rural 
students in the public school system.” 

Ida Campbell, board chair, Peace River North School District –

“We’ve been working on this issue for a long time and this is great news for parents. 
Transportation is vitally important in a rural area like ours and we are excited to be able to 
eliminate fees for busing thanks to this money from the provincial government.”

Quick Facts:

• The Student Transportation Fund builds on government’s recent investments to further 
strengthen B.C.’s education system and support student learning, including:
◦ $25 million of administrative savings returned to school districts to invest in 

students;
◦ $2 million Rural Education Enhancement Fund to help keep schools open;
◦ $28 million to ensure enrolment increases and labour settlements are covered; 

and,
◦ $6 million to train teachers on coding and new curriculum and to buy computers.

A backgrounder follows.
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New Student Transportation Fund to benefit parents and students
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The Province is investing almost $15 million under the new Student Transportation Fund to 
make school transportation more affordable and accessible for B.C. families and students.

All school districts are encouraged to apply for the funding. To be eligible for funding, districts 
must submit a plan to the Ministry of Education by Sept. 30, 2016, outlining how they will use 
the funding to boost transportation services for students and families.

Districts are eligible for up to the following amounts:

5 Southeast Kootenay – $361,459
6 Rocky Mountain – $369,399
8 Kootenay Lake – $419,602
10 Arrow Lakes – $42,675
19 Revelstoke – $49,847
20 Kootenay-Columbia – $242,977
22 Vernon – $361,094
23 Central Okanagan – $600,000
27 Cariboo-Chilcotin – $739,024
28 Quesnel – $274,209
33 Chilliwack – $329,456
34 Abbotsford – $253,969
35 Langley – $260,000
36 Surrey – $72,999
37 Delta – $41,933
38 Richmond – $21,608
39 Vancouver – $53,423
40 New Westminster – $6,073
41 Burnaby – $24,841
42 Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows  – $185,990
43 Coquitlam – $81,641
44 North Vancouver – $40,566
45 West Vancouver – $84,722
46 Sunshine Coast – $380,465
47 Powell River – $91,754
48 Sea to Sky – $265,534
49 Central Coast – $80,277
50 Haida Gwaii – $149,851
51 Boundary – $153,588
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52 Prince Rupert – $117,597
53 Okanagan Similkameen – $209,099
54 Bulkley Valley – $163,737
57 Prince George – $687,663
58 Nicola-Similkameen – $170,292
59 Peace River South – $441,458
60 Peace River North – $425,785
61 Greater Victoria – 20,027
62 Sooke – $358,365
63 Saanich – $280,000
64 Gulf Islands –$328,264
67 Okanagan Skaha – $167,035
68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith – $244,630
69 Qualicum – $426,341
70 Alberni – $71,717
71 Comox Valley – $421,375
72 Campbell River – $316,860
73 Kamloops/Thompson – $666,817
74 Gold Trail – $366,932
75 Mission – $188,900
78 Fraser-Cascade – $184,576
79 Cowichan Valley – $283,524
81 Fort Nelson – $32,744
82 Coast Mountains – $557,786
83 North Okanagan-Shuswap – $561,925
84 Vancouver Island West – $57,593
85 Vancouver Island North – $118,179
87 Stikine – $51,181
91 Nechako Lakes – $503,247
92 Nisga'a – $130,091
93 Conseil scolaire francophone – $150,415



Updated August 8, 2016

Supplemental Transportation Allocation to School Districts

School District District
Allocation

5 Southeast Kootenay 361,459
6 Rocky Mountain 369,399
8 Kootenay Lake 419,602

10 Arrow Lakes 42,675
19 Revelstoke 49,847
20 Kootenay-Columbia 242,977
22 Vernon 361,094
23 Central Okanagan 600,000
27 Cariboo-Chilcotin 739,024
28 Quesnel 274,209
33 Chilliwack 329,456
34 Abbotsford 253,969
35 Langley 260,000
36 Surrey 72,999
37 Delta 41,933
38 Richmond 21,608
39 Vancouver 53,423
40 New Westminster 6,073
41 Burnaby 24,841
42 Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows 185,990
43 Coquitlam 81,641
44 North Vancouver 40,566
45 West Vancouver 84,722
46 Sunshine Coast 380,465
47 Powell River 91,754
48 Sea to Sky 265,534
49 Central Coast 80,277
50 Haida Gwaii 149,851
51 Boundary 153,588
52 Prince Rupert 117,597
53 Okanagan Similkameen 209,099
54 Bulkley Valley 163,737
57 Prince George 687,663
58 Nicola-Similkameen 170,292
59 Peace River South 441,458
60 Peace River North 425,785
61 Greater Victoria 20,027
62 Sooke 358,365
63 Saanich 280,000
64 Gulf Islands 328,264
67 Okanagan Skaha 167,035
68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith 244,630
69 Qualicum 426,341
70 Alberni 71,717
71 Comox Valley 421,375
72 Campbell River 316,860
73 Kamloops/Thompson 666,817
74 Gold Trail 366,932
75 Mission 188,900
78 Fraser-Cascade 184,576
79 Cowichan Valley 283,524
81 Fort Nelson 32,744
82 Coast Mountains 557,786
83 North Okanagan-Shuswap 561,925
84 Vancouver Island West 57,593
85 Vancouver Island North 118,179
87 Stikine 51,181
91 Nechako Lakes 503,247
92 Nisga'a 130,091
93 Conseil scolaire francophone 150,415

Provincial Totals 14,743,131

dnicoletti
Highlight
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

Student Transportation Investments 
 

1)   What is the purpose of this funding? 
 

• In recognition of the difficult decisions that many school districts have made, specifically 
with respect to transportation, this $14.7M in incremental funding is intended to help 
level the playing field.  For those school districts currently charging fees to eligible riders 
for standard bus service to catchment schools, it is government’s expectation that these 
fees be eliminated for the 2016/17 school year. 
 

• In recent years, there has been a marked increase in concerns being raised by parents, 
communities, the public, and both local and provincial transportation partner groups 
regarding the transportation service reductions that have been taking place within 
school districts across the province.  At the heart of these issues is a growing concern 
about the rise in inequities across the province when it comes to students being able to 
access public schools in a timely and safe manner – one of the goals of this funding is to 
work towards greater provincial consistency in the transportation of students. 
 

• This funding is also intended to support school districts in improving the affordability of 
transportation services, as well as ensuring more equitable and affordable access to 
families.  It is recognized that there are currently a range of different models and 
options for the delivery of transportation services and supports in school districts (i.e. 
bus services, financial incentives for families, joint work with local transit providers), so 
this funding is intended to be flexible to address local priorities and models. 

 
• The Ministry of Education recognizes that considerable changes have occurred in 

student transportation, both locally and provincially,  and will be working with school 
districts, BCSTA, BCSSA, BCASBO, and ASTSBC to establish regionally-appropriate 
standards and best practices in a variety of areas over the coming year, including: 

o Ride times, student walking, etc. 
o Communications with local stakeholder groups 
o Joint planning between school districts and local transit providers 
o Student safety on buses 
o Route management practices (i.e. scheduling, route planning, driving, etc.) 
o Supervision and training 
o Fueling and maintenance to support efficiency 

 
  



2 

 

 

 
2)   Is this funding ongoing? 
 

• Yes, this is ongoing funding.  While the Ministry of Education is committed to working with the 
Ministry of Finance to periodically review the total funding amount, it is not expected that 
annual increases will be available.  This is why it is important to ensure that we are being 
efficient when making investments in this area, and continue to work towards the principles and 
recommendations identified through the Service Delivery Project (i.e. optimizing bus routes, 
sharing expertise, building capacity).    
 

3)   How was the $14.7M amount determined? 
• The $14.7M provincial amount was determined by going back to the last time when 

transportation was fully-funded, and accounting for inflationary increases since then (Statistics 
Canada’s Transportation Consumer Price Index was used as an escalator).  A small additional 
increase was also included to reflect the impact that school closures has had on transportation 
over the past 10-15 years. 

4)   Are there restrictions on how and/or when the funding can be used?  Are there reporting 
requirements? 
 

• Yes, these funds are to help school districts manage the increased costs associated with student 
transportation, which can take a number of forms (i.e. bus services, working with transit 
operators, special needs student transportation, financial incentives for parents, in some cases 
subsidies for extra-curricular transportation activities, etc.).  The funding is intended to be used to 
promote accessibility for students and affordability for families. 
 

• For those school districts currently charging fees for standard bus service to catchment schools, 
funding must be used for the purpose of eliminating these fees for parents of eligible riders, and 
cannot be used for any other purpose.  Any additional funding available above and beyond what 
is required to eliminate rider fees for standard catchment school service can be used to improve 
other aspects of your school district’s local transportation system. 
 

• Please note that fees for courtesy riders (i.e. non-eligible students, students within walk limits, 
students attending school-of-choice, international, etc.) do not have to be eliminated. 
 

• For those school districts not currently charging rider fees, the following are examples of the 
types of outcomes envisioned for this funding: 

o Enhancing services (e.g. new or amended routes, amended walk limits, additional 
services) 

o Reduced ride times 
o New measures to support affordability for families (e.g. transit pass rebates, other 

financial benefits for parents) 
o Improved student safety (e.g. relocation of bus stops, supervision on buses, incentives to 

support safe walking or cycling routes to schools, etc.) 
 

• The intent is for the funding to be used in the 2016/17 school year; however, the Ministry of 
Education recognizes that some flexibility may be required on timing, given that many school 
districts have already established their routes, policies, etc. for September 2016, and additional 
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lead time may be required in order to plan and implement some types of changes.  
 

• Prior to the flow of funds, Ministry of Education staff will be working with all school districts to 
collect high-level information on each school district’s plans for this funding.  Once there is clear 
information in place regarding each school district’s planned use(s) for the incremental funding, 
the funding will be flowed as soon as possible.  Going forward, a minor report-back process will 
be implemented, to ensure that there is accurate and up-to-date information on the 
accomplishments achieved with this additional funding.  
 

• See #5 below for further information on information/reporting requirements and timelines. 
 

5)  What are the requirements and timelines for submitting my plan to the Ministry of Education? 
 

• School district plans for the use of transportation funding can be submitted to the Ministry of 
Education at any time, but no later than September 30, 2016.  Once plans are received, they will 
be reviewed and funding decisions will be confirmed as soon as possible. 
 

• Plans should include the following information, at a minimum: 
o Description of transportation services and supports currently provided (i.e. busing, special 

needs, special purpose, etc.) 
o If charging fees – most recent fee schedule  
o If operating a bus program (in-house or contracted): 

 total number of riders and percentage compared to total student population 
 number of routes 
 average kms run/day 
 average ride time 
 walk limit 
 other local policies and practices, as relevant 

o Overview of major issues and/or local stakeholder concerns with respect to student 
transportation services (e.g. fees, ride times, route design, etc.) 

o Overview of planned use(s) for funding and results/outcomes expected 
o Implementation considerations and timelines 

 
6)  How should funding be recorded on my financial statements? 
 

• Funds will flow as a separate grant, and information on how it should be recorded on financial 
statements will be provided as part of the Ministry of Education’s instructions for Amended 
Annual Budgets. 

7)    My school district does not operate the standard “yellow bus” service.  Is my school district still 
eligible to receive funding? 
 

• Yes, all school districts provide some level of transportation services and supports as part of their 
regular operations.  This funding is intended to support school districts in improving the 
affordability of transportation services, as well as families by ensuring more equitable and 
affordable access to student transportation services. 
 



4 

 

 

• There are a range of different transportation service models and levels operating in the K-12 
sector – some school districts own and operate yellow bus services, some have fully or partially-
contracted out bus services, some provide financial supports to parents, some work directly with 
local transit providers, while some provide special needs and/or special purpose transportation.  
There are many ways that school districts can support students and families in this area, and the 
Ministry of Education is willing to consider a range of options and innovative approaches to meet 
the objectives noted above.     
 

• If your school district has eliminated bus services altogether (or has never provided this type of 
service), re-establishing a bus program may not be the most viable option at this time.  There are 
other options that could be explored, including financial incentives for parents, bus pass rebates 
in conjunction with local transit providers, or focusing on special needs/special purpose.   

8)    My school district has protected transportation, maintaining optimal service standards, and made 
reductions in other areas instead.  Is there flexibility to allocate this funding to other priorities? 
 

• Yes, in some cases.  The Ministry of Education recognizes the importance of flexibility, 
and is supportive of the principle that every school district should have the opportunity 
to benefit from this initiative.   
 

• As noted above, school districts will need to submit their planned use(s) for this 
additional funding to the Ministry of Education.  If it can be clearly demonstrated as part 
of this process that optimal service standards have been maintained at the cost of other 
reductions, then school districts will have an option to reallocate funding within their 
budget towards other priorities. 

 
9)    My school district is interested in working with transit providers (i.e. BC Transit or local partners) to 
explore options to improve student transportation services and supports in my school district – how 
should my school district go about doing this? 
 

• Engaging with your local transit operators as soon as possible is strongly encouraged, so 
that appropriate planning and resourcing discussions can take place well in advance of 
implementation.   
 

• Please note that the Ministry of Education has been engaging with the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure and BC Transit at a provincial level.  If you are 
interested in working more closely with your local transit providers please indicate this 
as part of your plan. 
 

10)    Will additional capital funds be allocated in addition to operating funding? 
 

• No, this announcement involves operating funding only.  The Planning and Major 
Projects Division is committed to working with school districts and the Association of 
Transportation Supervisors of BC as part of the annual bus acquisition process to ensure 
that sufficient capital resources are available to support this initiative. 
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11)    Is the Ministry of Education getting back into the business of transportation? 
 

• No, decisions on transportation remain under the discretion of local Boards of Education 
– the intent here is to provide financial support to school districts, and help provincially 
coordinate on the administrative side (i.e. sharing of expertise/capacity building, 
working with transportation partners at the provincial level, establishing provincial 
contracts with vendors to support local planning, analysis, and consultations in this 
area).  

 
12)    How do these investments align with the Service Delivery Project, specifically the 
recommendations in place regarding Bus Route Optimization? 
 

• As noted above, annual funding increases are not a realistic expectation.  This means 
that it is important to ensure that investments continue to be made as efficiently as 
possible. The recommendations identified in the Transportation Business Case speak to 
the importance of optimizing bus routes, sharing expertise, and building capacity in a 
coordinated manner, all of which will be critical as we work together to manage down 
costs over time.    
 

• A number of school districts have indicated a willingness to participate as part of a Bus 
Route Optimization project.  The Ministry of Education remains committed to working 
with these school districts to optimize their services, beginning with a thorough needs-
assessment.  Once a shared understanding of school districts’ needs is established, the 
Ministry of Education will work with BCEM, the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure, BC Transit, the Service Delivery Project Steering Committee, and other 
partners as required to implement cost-effective solutions (i.e. shared planning 
resources, optimization services and software, etc.).   

 
13)    What resources will be available to school districts to implement changes and/or make 
adjustments to their local transportation policies, procedures, or operations? 
 

• See above.  As part of this funding announcement, the Ministry of Education has 
received an additional $1M to support school districts in implementing changes.  
Specifically, the funding is to be used to establish centrally-coordinated ‘shared services’ 
in the administration of student transportation, building capacity and ensuring efficiency 
in this area. 

 
• The Ministry of Education is currently working to gain a better understanding of school 

district needs in a number of areas, with an aim to establishing centrally-coordinated 
supports/services in a number of areas, including: 

o Shared expertise and planning tools (i.e. vendor(s) to support transportation 
reviews, data analysis, options development, consultations and engagement, 
etc.) 

o Software products to support rider data analysis, route mapping/design, etc. 
o Best practices research and information 

 
• The Service Delivery Project Steering Committee will be reviewing options for how best 
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to establish these supports over the coming months. 
 
14)    Why was this funding decision made so late? 
 

• In May 2016, the Minister of Education announced an additional $25M in ongoing funding for 
school districts to help relieve cost pressures.  Even with this investment, the Ministry of 
Education, local MLAs, other Ministries, and local transit operators have continued to field 
concerns and hear frustrations from the public, parents, and communities about student 
transportation.  This additional funding is intended to respond to these concerns. 
 

• The Ministry of Education recognizes that budget decisions have already been made for 2016/17, 
and that flexibility may be required to allow for sufficient planning and consultations locally.  The 
Ministry of Education is working to put in place centrally-coordinated services/supports as soon 
as possible, to assist school districts with this work. 

 
15)    When will school districts actually receive their funding? 
 

• Funding will be added to the CDS grant payment schedule shortly, once school districts’ plans are 
approved and finalized.  

 
16)    How does this align with work underway to develop a Rural Education Strategy? 
 

• All school districts, not just rural school districts, provide some form of student transportation.  
That being said, many rural school districts face unique challenges in transporting students across 
widely-dispersed geographic areas, and this issue (among others) will be looked at as part of the 
Rural Education Strategy.  In addition to looking at the impact of school closures on rural 
communities, the impact of school closures on transportation and the importance of 
transportation in rural communities must also be explored. 

 
17)    Who can I contact if I have further questions? 

• Kim Abbott, Executive Director – Sector Resourcing & Service Delivery (Kim.Abbott@gov.bc.ca).  
 
18)  Where do I submit my school district’s plan? 

• EDUC.SRSD@gov.bc.ca – Subject: School District __ Transportation Investment Plan. 
• Given the timelines involved, there is no set template to follow at this time. 

mailto:Kim.Abbott@gov.bc.ca
mailto:EDUC.SRSD@gov.bc.ca
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to: Board of Education 
 
from: Bill Ford, Superintendent 
 
date: August 16, 2016 
 
re: transportation Funding Announcement 
 

 

As per last week’s transportation funding announcement, SD 20 can make application to the Ministry for $242,977. Two criteria items are required: 
eliminate bussing fees, and submit a transportation plan. 
 
Recommendation: 
That the Board of Education of School District 20 apply for transportation funding. 
 
Motion: 
That the Board of Education of School District 20 approve the Transportation Plan as presented and submit the plan to the Ministry for approval.  Upon 
approval of the plan by the Ministry of Education, staff are directed to refund paid bussing fees to families. 
 
 

Transportation Plan – August 2016 
(School District 20 Kootenay-Columbia) 

Current status of student transportation 

Transportation department 
 20 regular bus drivers; 5 spare bus drivers; 2 full time mechanics; 1 administrative assistant; 1 manager of 

transportation 
 2 bus garages (1 in Castlegar; 1 in Trail) 

Number of bus routes 
 total = 20 (10 regular routes + 1 route for students with special needs in Castlegar; 8 regular routes + 1 route 

for students with special needs in Trail) 

Number of buses  25 (20 buses used for runs; 5 buses for spares/charters) 



Passenger capacity of buses 

Passenger Size No. of buses 

31 1 (wheelchair equipped) 

39 1 

72 5 (spare buses) 

76 11 

78 1 

81 6 

Average kms/run/day 
 115  
 average kms/day across the district = 115 x 20 = 2300 

Number of students 
transported 

 approximately 1850 (which is approximately 38% of the student population) 
 transportation services are also provided for some students attending two non-district schools 

Average ride time  30 minutes (with the exception of 3 rural routes, which is 70 minutes maximum ride time) 

BC Transit 
 some students attending alternate programs, and some students living in the community of Fruitvale and 

attending secondary school in Trail, are provided either one-use BC transit tickets or a monthly bus pass; on 
average, 60 monthly transit passes are issued by the District to students, and 70 one use tickets are issued 

Charter services  curricular and extra-curricular charter services are provided by the District to students 

Transportation Assistance  the Board of Education has Transportation Assistance policy that allows for a stipend to be paid to 
families who reside beyond points serviced by the District’s bus routes, or for special circumstances 
acceptable to the Board ($0.20/km) 

Walk limits  2 km elementary students; 3 km secondary students 

 

Fee Schedule 

Annual fees effective 2016/17 
school year: 

Register by 
June 15/2016 

Register between 
June 16 and July 31,2016 

Register after 
July 31, 2016 

     1 student in family $92.50 $100.00 $112.50 

     2 students in family $185.00 $200.00 $225.00 

     3 or more students in family $240.00 $250.00 $287.50 

Monthly payment plan effective 2016/17 school year: 

     1 student in family  $10.00  

     2 students in family  $20.00  

     3 or more students in 
family 

 $25.00  

Effective 2016/17 school year, transportation fees will be waived if gross household income is at or below Statistics Canada Low Income 
Thresholds, as follows: 

Household Members 2 3 4 5 6 7 or more 

Gross $19,966 $24,545 $29,802 $33800 $38,122 $42,443 



Concerns/Challenges  Commentary 

Charging bussing fees 

 the decision to charge bussing fees was a difficult one for the Board of Education to make, and was made due 
to budget pressures 

 expenses incurred, including soft ware, staff time, and so on, were high 

 parent community reaction to the decision was negative but resigned 

 Board of Education discussed the decision with the Minister during a local visit 

Safety 

 implementation of District bus “passes” continues 

 slow process due to limited resources (human and other) 

 full implementation would provide on-the-spot data re: who is on each bus and where each student 
exits 

 adult crossing guards needed at many schools 

 this requires funding for salary 

 lack of training for bus drivers to deal with student behaviours when on the bus 

Traffic congestion at many 
schools 

 most schools not built for high numbers of buses and family vehicles dropping off and picking up 

 funding to assist with redesigning drop off and pick up locations is needed 

Charters 
 schools pay for charter costs; as a result, there has been a reduction in the number of curricular and extra-

curricular charters for students (budget pressures on schools); parents/PACs are typically asked to subsidize 
such trips 

Route efficiencies 

 without accurate ridership data, it is difficult to implement route/bus efficiencies 

 full implementation of “zonar” passes is required, which entails funding for staffing and other expenses 

 long established practice of providing bussing to destinations other than a “home” stop; this has become a 
community expectation 

Transportation website 
page 

 current transportation information webpage is not user friendly and needs a redesign which requires funding 
(for staff time or for a web page designer) 

Size of buses 
 having a few smaller sized buses would allow for more efficient use of the fleet and for flexibility in terms of 

providing services 

Bus tire work 
 currently, due to lack of equipment, bus tire work is sent to a local shop, which is inefficient both for time and 

costs 

Transportation Assistance costs  an added budget pressure ($7500 budget item) 

 



 

Spending Plan 2016-17 

Item Amount Implementation Timeline 

Refund paid bussing fees and allocate funding to general budget $125,000 immediately upon plan approval by the Ministry 

Curricular and extra-curricular charter budget to schools $32,977 immediately upon plan approval by the Ministry 

Full implementation of “zonar” passes (staff time, other costs) $20,000 September 2016 

Safety initiatives (adult crossing guards, professional development fund for bus 
drivers) 

$40,000 September 2016 

Transportation web page redesign $5,000 immediately upon plan approval by the Ministry 

Purchase tire machine for bus garage $15,000 immediately upon plan approval by the Ministry 

Subsidize transportation assistance costs $5,000 September 2016 (budget item is $7,500) 

TOTAL $242,977  
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